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FROM CITY HALL 

Building a Healthier City 

through Preventive and 
Primary Care possible without the hard 

. work and innovation of 
By Mayor Rudy Giuliani healthcare professionals inside 

and outside government in all 

five boroughs. 

We're bringing the same 
sense of focus to other city-
wide healthcare problems. In 
July, I announced the creation 
of the New York City Child-
hood Asthma Initiative, a ma-
jor new public education cam-
paign that is helping to spread 
information about prevention 
and treatment of this serious 

health condition. 
Our message is simple: 

when properly managed, chil-
dren and adults suffering from 

asthma can lead active and 
healthy lives. If you know 
someone with asthma and 
need advice, call the toll-free 

Asthma Action Line at 1-877-

ASTHMA-0. 
And just last Thursday, I 

announced that New York 
City's proactive strategy for 
controlling tuberculosis has 
been recognized for its effec-
tiveness and creativity as a 
finalist for the national Inno-
vations in American Govern-
ment Award.' 

Since 1992, new tubercu-
losis cases decreased by 55%, 
and cases of a particularly 

dangerous form of TB which 
is more difficult to treat have 
decreased by 87 %. We've 
established our city as a na-
tional leader in the fight 
against TB by making sure 

* that every single TB patient is 
treated until all are cured of 

the disease. 

These are just a few spe-
cific examples. There are also 
fewer cases of lead poisoning 
among our children, fewer 
teenage pregnancies, and 
more children immunized 
against disease; general care 
hospital bed use is down and 
primary care visits are up. All 
in all, we're using our re-
sources more efficiently and 
treating New Yorkers more 
effectively. And in eveiy in-
stance, the vigilance and inno-
vative policies of health care 
leaders throughout the city 

have led the way. 

The whole city has reason 
to be proud of its accomplish-
ments in building a healthier 
New York for years to come. 

Appel patriotique 

Mayor Rudy Giuliani 

Over the last five years, 
it's no secret that our welfare 
reforms, crime reduction 
strategies, and job creation 
policies have revitalized the 
City of New York. But just as 
impressive as these accom-
plishments has been the rela-
tively quiet transformation in 
the way the City meets the 
health care needs of New 
Yorkers. 

From the beginning, our 
goal was to create a respon-
sive, efficient health care net-
work, with improved preven-

tive and primary care, reach-
ing out to people in their 
communities throughout the 
city. It's a work in progress, 

but that's exactly the direc-
tion we've been moving over 

the last five years - and the 
result is a healthier city. 

Last month, I announced 
that the city's Infant mortality 
rate reached an all-time low in 
1997, mailing below the pre-

vious record low we set in 
'1996. Our infant mortality 

rate has now decreased 

30.4% since 1993. 
There's no single reason 

for this historic decline - im-
proved access to prenatal 

care, declining incidence of 
cocaine and other substance 
abuse by pregnant women, 

declining incidence of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases dur-
ing pregnancy, and advances 
in medicine that improve the 

chances for survival of the 
most at-risk babies h^ve all 

played a role — but we know 
that it would never have been 
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George or Martin 

C'est un fait connu que la 
politique appartient & I'hi stoire. 
Nous en faisons une passion, 
parce que, nous sommes 
convaincus que I'avenir de la 
patrie, done celui de nos com-
patriotes, dans la mesure ou 
Dieu nous accorde sa gr§ce, 
devra nous inspirer a orienter le 
destin de ce coin de terre, dans 
un sens qui ne sera pas diffe-
rent de celui reve par nos p§-
res, voite pr6s de deux siecles. 

Tel est la mission que la 
divinity reserve d'ordinaire a 

son crut. 
Parfois, il p eut sembler que 

les choses se dSroulent contrai-
rement a nos esperances, que 
nos efforts n'aboutissent nulle-
ment, mais, auquel cas, a quoi 
bon tirer davantage sur les cor-
dons de la chaussure. II est bon 
d'entendre en silence ('interven-
tion du Tr£s Haut, qui determine 
le cours de I'histoire et la des-
tinee des peuples. 

Au temps de Francois Duva-
lier, mieux connu sous le mon 
de Papa Doc, dont nous nous 
rappelons I'epoque terrible, d6ja 

on parlait de besoin de change-
ment. Nous I'avons eu ce chan-
gement, en 1986. Mais force est 
de constaterque les temps nou-
veaux ne nous ont amene que 
deboires. Les executions et les 
assassinats se multiplient, sou-
vent en plein jour; les arresta-
tions et les detentions se pour-
suivent, dans un Etat dit demo-
cratique, mais au fond, arbi-
trage. 

Les choses peuvent-elles 
rester telles qu'elles sont ? C'est 
pourquoi, devant ce constat, 
nous appelons de tous nos 
voeux les fils de la terre ha'i-
tienne, £ renouer avec la tradi-
tion des grands ancetres for-
geurs de patrie : Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines, Alexandre Petion, 
Henri Christophe, Capo'is La 
Mort, et surtout Toussaint Lou-
verture, I'homme de Breda, pr6-
curseurde notre independance. 

Aprbs avoir vu naitre un 
Louis D6joie, un Daniel Fignole, 
la terre hai'tienne peut-elle 6tre 

le pion du fanatisme, gbnera-
teur d'intol6rance et de sous-
developpement ? Nous consta-

Gesner Dulaurier, fondateur 
du Pont (photo de courtoi-
sie). 
tons avec apprehension et 
amertume les degdts causes 

par le nouvel evangile; et c'est 
avec I'Sme meurtrie du patriote 
que nous assistons a cette des-
cente aux enfers, qui n'a pas 
son pr6c6dent dans notre his-
toire. 

Freres et soeurs hai'tiens, a 
200 ans de notre indbpendance 
nous ne pouvons tolbrer que la 
politique serve de marche-pied 
a la passion de I'argent; nous ne 
pouvons abandonner la direc-
tion de la cit§ aux vautours as-
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COMMENTARY 

Crimes of Democrats!!! 
By Gerard F. Dure 

In a country of 7 million 
people, where 80% of the popu-
lation is illiterate, the people in 
charge have become extremely 
inventive at creating diversions 
aimed at keeping the people fur-
ther in the dark. 

Haiti craves for an efficient, 
democratic and honest govern-
ment. The" present government 
is far from being democratic 

tions of basic infrastructure 
• needs. It concentrates on embez-
zlement, larceny, looting, perse-
cution, repression and general 

malevolence towards the citi-

zenry. 
The new police force, cre-

ated to protect and serve the 
public, is in a generalized condi-
tion of discontent and lawless-
ness. It has become the bastion 

0 of the corrupt and the ruthless. 
and has not provided that honest Shrewd individual devoid of any 
government which responsible professional conscience have 
Haitians had hoped for. Rather , 
we encounter more graft and 
corruption than ever before. The 
rural poverty has become more 
crushing, the gap between the 
rich and the poor has widened, 
partly due to the open drug traf-
fic which has spawned a power-
ful unparalleled narco-elite. Is 
there any future for Haiti with 
these same people poised to 
seize power by all means? 

Mirror tricks notwithstand-
ing, when scrutinized, the gov-
ernment of Haiti is unable to 

sapped its ability and morale. 
Corruption and favoritism are 
widespread. Murders go unsol-
ved and are so frequent, that we 
ask, what was this police force 

created to do ? 

The growing issues about 
the invited second occupation of 
Haiti, the insecurity, and the 
random political assassinations 
are never debated. Prisoners are 
crammed into the detention cen-
ters, while centers for food dis-
tribution and other basic needs 
are nowhere to be found. 

No one is to blame for this 
awful mess but the group of 
Haitians who had engineered the 
U. S. invasion o f 1994. The in-
dividuals who control the pres-
ent government were the ones. 
who set th e course for the sec-
ond American occupation of 
Haiti, an interventionist course 
that has displayed little respect 
for Haiti's sovereignty. What 
can the American government 
tell us and the world abo ut the 
democracy it has endeavored to 
develop in its own image? 

It's been a total failure and 
'the day of reckoning is around' 
the corner. _ 
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feed its hungry, provide lodging Qf the £P jg tQ jnf those |jvjng in the area of the different 
fnr its oreswhip armv of home- health organizations in the community and some of the services 

that are offered. We would like to invite you to send 
representatives from your organizations to participate with us on 

that dav 
The date has been set for this Saturday, (September 19-1998) 

from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. at the Church of God Manhattan, 502 West 

If you have any questions or need further information, please 

feel free to contact 212-465-2549. 

for its growing army of home 
less, and is unwilling to make 
available an adequate education 
for its children. Yet, the politi-
cians, especially those at the 
top, live ostentatiously. Mean-
while, political killings seem to 
have become the key to solve all 
problems, except the hunger and 
the homelessness of the masses. 

The current Haitian govern-
ment views politics more as a 
vehicle for adding to their prin-
cipal than for advancing princi-
ples. It devotes most of its time 
and energy avoiding the ques-

Yours truly, 

Rev. Leslie Thomas 
Co- Director 
ASPODHA 


